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Don’t quote me but...
“Telluride, community and alumni 
come out for homecoming weekend 
at Friday night’s volleyball game or 
Saturday’s soccer match.” 

—THS student council 

Weather
Forecast: Friday and Saturday are 
predicted to be sunny with highs of 53 
and 56, respectively. 

Muse: “Expose yourself to your deepest 
fear; after that, fear has no power, and 
the fear of freedom shrinks and van-
ishes. You are free.” —Jim Morrison

Friday Focus: 
Nonprofi ts

SMRC awards

Sunday: Business

IN ORBIT:

The 2018 Regional Behavioral Health Summit sponsored by Tri-County Health Network took place Thursday at The Peaks. 
Panelist Doug Hanshaw, the Problem Solving Court Coordinator for the 7th Judicial District, spoke to an audience of educators, 
health care professionals, elected offi cials and parents. (Photo by Suzanne Cheavens/Telluride Daily Planet)

By ROB STORY
Staff Reporter

D
rone usage has likely 
been on the minds of lo-
cal governments since 

2016, when the popular travel 

website Matador Network re-

leased a video from a low-fly-

ing drone that caused a herd 

of elk to break into a run on 

the Valley Floor. Not only is 

harassment of wildlife a crime, 

the Matador video appeared to 

have been shot in early sum-

mer, during calving season, 

and showed young elk attempt-

ing to run with the herd. 

Such incidents — along 

with the explosive growth in 

drone usage — persuaded 

Mountain Village Town Attor-

ney James Mahoney to moni-

tor the status of drone regula-

tions by local governments. He 

noted that airspace is a federal 

matter governed by the FAA, 

which regulates the operation 

and registration of drones. 
As Mahoney wrote in an Oct. 

10 memo to Mountain Village 
Town Council, “A decision was 
handed down by a U.S. district 
court in Singer V. City of New-
ton, which struck down a mu-
nicipal ordinance regulating 
drone usage. In that case there 
was language that indicated 
there was room for municipali-
ties to regulate drones if done 

Town Council, citing unregulated drones, 
adopts new ordinance

 See DRONES, Page 9

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE

To fl y or not to fl y?

By JUSTIN CRIADO
Editor

S
ue Klebold, mother of Col-
umbine High School shooter 
Dylan Klebold, said there 

were no signs that her youngest 
son was planning what eventually 
transpired on April 20, 1999, be-
fore taking his own life. 

“From what I could see, he was 
doing OK,” she said. 

She explained how a month be-
fore the incident, Dylan visited the 
University of Arizona, the school 
he planned to attend, with his fam-

ily and was excited to get the larg-
est freshman dorm room possible. 
Three nights before he and friend 
Eric Harris murdered 13 people 
and wounded 24 others before the 
pair died by suicide, Dylan attend-
ed the school’s prom, which he 
said was “the best time of my life,” 
according to his mother. That was 
all a “smokescreen,” Klebold said.

“Since then, it has been my own 
journey to help me understand his 
death,” she said. 

Klebold, author of the 2016 book 
“A Mother’s Reckoning” about the 

incident, was the keynote speaker 
Wednesday night during a Tri-
County Health Network-organized 
event regarding mental health 
awareness, intervention and pre-
vention at the Palm Theatre. 

The 69-year-old school coun-
selor explained only after the 
incident did she fi nd notes that 
Dylan wrote two years prior to the 
shooting detailing his “agony” and 
suicidal thoughts.

“About half of us know that our 

EVENTS

Sue Klebold talks 
mental health awareness

Mother of Columbine shooter believes there’s been progress 
since 1999 incident, but there’s still more that can be done

TRANSPORTATION

A CONTEST 
TO SAVE LIVES

“RoadX Safety 
Challenge” aims to 

help reduce collisions 
on Route 550

By LESLIE VREELAND
Contributing Editor

T
he highway between Mon-
trose and Ridgway is noto-
rious for collisions. 

On a single, 9-mile stretch 
of U.S. 550 between Otter 
Road, south of Montrose, and 
the Ouray County line, there 
were 194 crashes between 
2011-15, according to Colorado 
Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) statistics. Five of the 
accidents were fatal; 63 per-
cent involved wildlife. 

To help reduce dangerous, 
costly collisions between ani-
mals (most of them mule deer) 
and cars, 8 foot-high fencing 
has been placed along sections 
of 550, and a wildlife under-
pass near Colona has been in-
stalled. 

Seasonal speed limits, from 
60 to 55 mph, were imposed 
at nighttime during fall and 
winter, when wildlife was most 
likely to be moving back and 
forth across the road. 

If CDOT receives much-
needed funding from voters 
next month — if propositions 
109 and 110 pass on Nov. 8, 
respectively — more improve-
ments await. Additional deer 
fencing and escape ramps will 
go up. Another underpass will 
go in. 

And if voters turn CDOT 
down, there is still the RoadX 
Rural Road Safety Challenge. 

 See KLEBOLD, Page 11  See CONTEST, Page 10

Calendar
Friday
·  AA: Christ Presbyterian Church, 
7 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

·  Friends of the Montrose Library 
Used Book Sale: Library Meeting 
Room, 8 a.m.-noon (members 
only) and noon-6 p.m.

·  Adult Craft Night: Wilkinson Public 
Library, 6 p.m.

·  Film: “Venom,” Nugget Theatre, 
7 p.m.

Saturday
·  Telluride Education Foundation Fall 
Festival and 5K Fun Run: Registra-
tion, 9 a.m., games/raffl e/food, 
10 a.m., Judy Long Field at THMS

·  AA: Christ Presbyterian Church, 
10 a.m.

·  Telluride Boys Soccer and Com-
munity Barbecue: Judy Long Field, 
11 a.m.

·  Friends of the Montrose Library 
Used Book Sale: Library Meeting 
Room, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

·  Scarecrow Festival, Kids’ Crafts, 
Library Story Walk and Book 
Mobile: Montrose Botanic Gardens, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

·  Firkin Fest West 2018: Sherbino 
Theater 

L i s t 
M a r k e t 
S e l l 
R e p e a t !

DISTINCTIVE PROPERTIES

Erik Fallenius 
Broker 

970.708.1954 

telluridebroker@gmail.com 
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loved ones are struggling,” she 
said. 

Colorado has the ninth high-
est suicide rate in the country at 
20.5 people per 100,000 residents, 
according to the Colorado Health 
Institute. Suicide also is the lead-
ing causes of death in Colorado for 
ages 10-24, according to the most 
recent statistics. In 2017, San 
Miguel, Montrose and Ouray coun-
ties all had an identical suicide 
rate of 26.6, the numbers show. 

Sarah Davidon, Mental Health 
Colorado research director, called 
mental wellness “a community 
issue,” adding that one in fi ve 
adolescents experience a mental 
health crisis, typically before age 
14.   

“We need to do better,” she 
said during Wednesday’s event. “ 
… Schools can’t do anything with-
out the communities in which they 
are.”

She explained her life has been 
“touched by suicide” four times, 
and mental health and suicide are 
usually “intimately connected.” 

It’s important, though, she add-
ed, to realize that mental health, 
mental illness and violence aren’t 
interconnected. 

“Mental health is about rela-
tionships and resilience,” she said. 

How to differentiate between 
mental wellness and mental ill-
ness is part of Mental Health First 
Aid Colorado’s mission, including 
classes throughout the state. To 
learn more, visit mhfaco.org. Men-
tal Health Colorado also offers 
a School Mental Health Toolkit, 
which Davidon said will be avail-
able in every district in the state. 
A printable version can be found 
online at mentalhealthcolorado.
org under the Resources tab.  

The Attorney General’s Offi ce 
recently announced a $2.8 million 
grant to support Partners for Chil-
dren’s Mental Health, a Children’s 
Hospital Colorado program, in an 
effort to increase resources for pe-
diatric mental health resources. 

“Bold action is needed to save 
lives and get mental health treat-
ment to Colorado’s children,” At-
torney General Cynthia H. Coff-
man said in a news release. “It 
isn’t a lack of caring that’s at issue, 
it is an unconscionable lack of 
resources devoted to the mental 
health of children.”

Kathy Morris, the Durango 

School District’s safety and securi-
ty coordinator, talked Wednesday 
about another Attorney General 
Offi ce program, Safe2Tell pro-
gram, which is an anonymous way 
for students, parents, school staff 
and community members to report 
concerns regarding their safety or 
the safety of others Since 2011, 
suicide has been the No. 1 most 
reported concern to Safe2Tell, she 
explained. For more information, 
visit safe2tell.org. The program, 
which was launched in 2004, is 
a direct result of the Columbine 
shooting. 

Klebold said the resources that 
are available now show how much 
progress has been made in youth 
mental health awareness.

Nearly 20 years after the inci-
dent, Klebold was asked what she 
would do differently as a parent, 
knowing what she does now. Her 

voice quivered in answering.
“I did an inadequate job,” she 

said. “ … I feel, always, the same 
ache, the same regret. I think 
there is certainly one thing I wish 
I had done differently, and this is 
why I talk to people and share his 
story. 

“If I had to do it over and I were 
raising my child again, I would try 
to do one thing better and that is 
I would shut up and listen. I don’t 
think we as adults are very good at 
that.” 

If you or someone you know 
is experiencing mental health is-
sues, contact the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-
8255. Locally, contact Tri-County 
Health Network (970-708-7096 or 
info@tchnetwork.org) or the San 
Miguel Resource Center (844-816-
3915 or info@smrcco.org).  

Mental health awareness

KLEBOLD, from page 1

OPEN DAILY 

9AM-9PM

(970) 728-3338

109 E. COLORADO AVE. 
(MAIN STREET)

SINCE 1972
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Open Daily During Off Season

NEW 
FOR 
FALL

Get Cozy 
with a 

FREE PEOPLE 

Sweater

at  

The Telluride Toggery

970-728-8046 | Open 11am – 10pm everyday

110 E Colorado Ave.  |  www.BrownDogPizza.com

LOCALS OFF-SEASON 

HAPPY HOUR: 
2-5pm  Oct. 8 – Nov. 21 

$1 off drafts

1/2 off small 2 topping 

HAPPY HOUR BEERS
PBR $1.50  

Marble Double White $4

Elevation First Cask $4

TBC Seasonal $5

Ska Pinstripe $4

Renegade APA $4

Milk Nitro Stout $5

Lot 38, Aldasoro
Uniquely large private home site

Stunning Views, Quaking Aspen, Babbling Stream
$659,000

.

Lorrie Denesik
Broker Associate

lorrie.denesik@sothebysrealty.com

970.729.1783

Sue Klebold, left, mother of Columbine shooter Dylan Klebold, talks with Tri-County Health Network Executive Director Lynn 
Borup during a mental health awareness event Wednesday night at the Palm Theatre. (Photo by Justin Criado/Telluride Daily Planet)
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